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Sustainability – different methods

LCALCC(A)

LCSA

LCA: Life Cycle Assessment
LCC(A): Life Cycle Cost (Analysis)
S-LCA: Social Life Cycle Assessment
LCSA: Life Cycle Sustainability Assessment

S-LCA “A social and socio-economic Life Cycle Assessment (S-
LCA) is a social impact (actual and potential impacts) 
assessment technique that aims to assess the social 
and socio-economic aspects of products and their 
positive and negative impacts along their life cycle 

encompassing extraction and processing of raw 
materials, manufacturing, distribution, use, re-use, 

maintenance, recycling, and final disposal.”
- Guidelines for S-LCA of Products and Organizations 2020
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How does S-LCA work? 
● Systematic approach

● Goal and scope
● Social life cycle inventory
● Social life cycle impact assessment
● Interpretation

PRESENTATIONSTITEL

(Guidelines for S-LCA of Products and Organizations 2020)
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How does S-LCA work? 

PRESENTATIONSTITEL

(Guidelines for S-LCA of Products and Organizations 2020)
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Choice of impact categories

PRESENTATIONSTITEL

(Guidelines for S-LCA of Products and Organizations 2020)
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Differences in scope and 
inventory analysis

S - L C A

Upstream Core Downstream

Company

(Dreyer et al., 2006; Hauschild et al., 2008)
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Process

(Guidelines for S-LCA of Products and Organizations 2020)
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Problem shifting – the social-
environmental paradox 
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