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About SecREEts 

 
 
SecREEts is a project receiving funding from the European Commission Horizon 2020 
programme for research & innovation. It aims to establish a secure and stable supply 
of Rare Earth Elements (REEs) in Europe, using sustainable extraction methods from 
European apatite sources used in the production of NPK fertilisers. SecREEts partners 
are developing pilot processes for a sustainable extraction, separation and 
manufacturing of REEs to create permanent magnets for application to areas such as 
electric vehicles, industrial motors, wind turbines, with replication potential in consumer 
products or medical equipment. The main objective of SecREEts is to set up a new 
integrated European value chain for extraction, refining and production of REEs. 
 
SecREEts partners are: 
SINTEF AS – Norway – Coordinator 
Yara International ASA – Norway – Industrial pilot 
REEtec AS – Norway – Industrial Pilot 
Less Common Metals Ltd – UK – Industrial Pilot 
Vacuumschmelze GMBH & Co kg – Germany 
Quantis – Switzerland 
Institut National de l’Environnement et des Risques INERIS – France 
Prospex Institute asbl – Belgium 
 
Please find all relevant information and latest updates on the project website: 
www.secreets.eu  
  

http://www.secreets.eu/
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Citizen Engagement in SecREEts 
 
As part of the SecREEts Public Engagement strategy, Prospex Institute organises 
yearly Citizen Labs, to consult local communities in areas where industrial partners are 
established. Through identifying civil society organisations, media groups, political 
parties and public authorities, Prospex Institute facilitates discussions between local 
communities and industrial partners to highlight challenges and opportunities related to 
SecREEts throughout the whole duration of the project. The outputs of these 
consultations will allow SecREEts to co-create a level of social awareness around the 
project and incorporate local stakeholders’ feedback into future developments. 
 
The first Citizen lab in Porsgrunn (Norway) took place on 21st August 2019, at the 
DuVerden Sjøfartsmuseum and Vitensenter. Interpretation from/to English-Norwegian 
was available. This event was organised in parallel to the opening of a new exhibition 
on Rare Earth Elements (REE) at the museum, in collaboration with Vekst i Grenland. 
Together with REEtec, SINTEF, Vekst i Grenland and Yara, Prospex Institute introduce 
SecREEts to a group of local stakeholders. The team used interactive exercises based 
on explanatory presentations to help participants understand challenges related to REE 
supply in European along with the role and impact of SecREEts both at a European and 
local level. 
 
For this event, Prospex Institute worked with REEtec, Vekst i Grenland and Yara to map 
the relevant stakeholders. Overall, 54 stakeholders were mapped based on categories 
and quotas defined together with Yara and REEtec, for a balanced group of 
stakeholders as illustrated in the table below. 
 

 Reference Quota Mapped quotas Difference 
Industry 
Trade Unions 1 4 3 
Business organisations 1 12 11 
Research, Academia Innovation 1 7 6 
Civil Society 
Youth Education 1 3 2 
REE end-users 2 1 -1 
Local media 2 7 5 
Political life 
Local governance 2 11 9 
Political Parties 2 6 4 



 

 

4  
 

GENDER 
Male 8 30 22 
Female 8 14 6 
Not specified 0 2 2 
AGE GROUP 
16-29 5 0 -5 
30-49 5 9 4 
Over 49 5 6 1 
Not specified 0 1 1 

 
 
 
Prospex Institute received registrations from 31 stakeholders. As illustrated in the table 
below, all quotas were met, apart from the presence of local media and stakeholders 
aged 16-29, an absence which was compensated by the presence of youth education 
professionals in the meeting. Due to the nature of the local demography, a wide range 
of business stakeholders registered. 
 

 Reference Quota Registered Quotas Difference 
Industry 
Trade Unions 1 3 2 
Business organisations 1 13 12 
Research, Academia Innovation 1 6 5 
Civil Society 
Youth Education 1 2 1 
REE end-users 2 3 1 
Local media 2 0 -2 
Political life 
Local governance 2 6 4 
Political Parties 2 2 0 
GENDER 
Male 8 18 10 
Female 8 12 4 
Not specified 0 1 1 
AGE GROUP 
16-29 5 0 -5 
30-49 5 11 6 
Over 49 5 18 13 
Not specified 0 2 2 
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In accordance with the European General Data Protection Regulation, participants were 
requested to fill in a registration form online ahead of the event, with personal 
information and consent for the sharing of their personal data among SecREEts 
partners and permission for us to take pictures and us them as part of SecREEts 
communication activities. To ensure transparency, participants were explained at the 
start of the Citizen Lab that the meeting is public and information presented by the 
SecREEts team during the event can be shared externally. 
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Presentations 
 
1 – Introducing Rare Earth Elements 

The meeting started with an introduction to the interpreters in the room, to ensure all 
members of the audience would be aware that they can freely speak in Norwegian. The 
moderator Martin Watson from Prospex Institute introduced himself. Then, after 
presentation of the agenda and before talking about SecREEts itself, all partners were 
given the opportunity to briefly introduce themselves and their organisation. These 
welcome words were then followed by a quick introduction to what Rare Earth Elements 
are, to ensure that non-scientific members of the audience would be able to follow the 
presentations. 
 
Sven Røst led the presentation on Rare Earth Elements, starting by briefly talking about 
REEtec:  
 
 
 

 



 

 

7  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

8  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

9  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

10  
 

 
 

 
  



 

 

11  
 

2 – How do we use Rare Earth Elements? 

After this brief introduction, participants, including the organisers and presenters, were 
asked to introduce themselves and to mention an object they own which they think 
contains Rare Earth Elements. 
 
What do you own that contains REE? 

• Hybrid car (mentioned 3 times) 
• Mobile phones (mentioned 3 times) 
• I-Phone or I-Pad 
• Electric cars (mentioned 4 times) 
• Wind power 
• Catalyser 
• Electrical equipment at home 
• Surrounded by REE at home 
• Involved in research around REE element, always surrounded by them 
• Electric lift for the car 
• Headphones 
• Watch 
• Sensors of LED  
• No other example (mentioned 3 times) 

 
Sven Røst from REEtec followed up on this question to introduce a list of REE 
applications for industrial and general consumption: 
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3 – Why run a project on Rare Earth Elements? 

At that point, the whole audience was fully aware of the omnipresence of REE in their 
daily life, and how they are used. They were then introduced to reflect on where REE 
come from with the following question: 
 
Which countries in the world have the largest deposits of REE? 
Answers from the audience: 

• China 
• Australia 
• Africa 
• Cornwall 
• Sweden 
• Russia 
• Canada 
• South America 

 
Responses were collected on a map using yellow stickers. Then, Mohan Menon from 
Yara was then invited to comment the answers, and asked: 
 
Which countries in the world manufacture REEs? 
Answers from the audience: 

• La Rochelle, France 
• Malaysia 
• China 
• Estonia 
• US (someone commented that it wasn’t the case yet) 

 
Mohan put red dots on the yellow stickers corresponding to the right answers, 
emphasising that China was manufacturing more than 90% of the world REE. Then, the 
audience was asked the following questions: 
 
Which countries in the world are the largest consumer of REEs? 
Answers from the audience: 

• Europe 
• USA 
• China 
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• Japan 
 
Responses were collected on a map using blue sticker notes. Looking at the results on 
the map, the audience could clearly see the strategic geopolitical importance of REE, 
and the imbalance between manufacturing countries and consumers. 

 
 
 

Once the global context of REE and their strategic importance was made clear to 
everyone, Arne Petter Ratvik from SINTEF was invited to make a general presentation 
of the SecREEts project: 
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3 – What will happen in Herøya? 

 
After a general presentation of SecREEts, the audience was introduced to the different 
steps of the SecREEts value chain happening in Porsgrunn, with Yara and REEtec. 
Both Yara and REEtec’s pilots are based at the Herøya industrial park and their work 
forms the first two stages of SecREEts. Mohan Menon was invited to open this session 
with a presentation of Yara’s work: 
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Then, Toril Roberg gave a presentation of REEtec’s work in SecREEts: 
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Once the role of Yara and REEtec in SecREEts was clear, Helene Marion Norli, from 
Vekst i Grenland, gave a presentation outlining the work being done throughout the 
Telemark region on REE over the past years: 
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The floor was then open for participants to comment or ask questions. Participants were 
informed that questions would not be answered on the spot, but that they would all be 
recorded and brought back to the full SecREEts consortium to collect detailed accurate 
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answers in a public report later. Answers to the questions are available in Questions & 
Answers this report. 
 

Engaging with Porsgrunn 
community 

 
 
In the last session of the meeting, the audience was invited to team up in small groups 
of two or three to discuss the best ways to engage the local community in the future. 
They were handed suggestion forms with the three following questions: 
 
What activities would you like to see from SecREEts in Porsgrunn/Telemark over 
the next years? 
Answers from the audience: 
- Establish research- and student projects.  
- New jobs/companies based on circular economy.  
- Attract new companies in the value chain.  
- Good dialogue with local-/regional community and politicians.  
- We need a marketing strategy of Grenland/Telemark as a “green” region (mentioned 

twice).   
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- Wealth creation and jobs.  
- Contribute in building local suppliers.  
- Strengthen the competence of the region. 
- Knowledge sharing.  
- EU-projects.  
- Make REEtec’s equipment accessible to other REE-projects. For example, urban 

mining.  
- Establish operations at Herøya.    
- Inform the local community about activities.  
- Establish refining companies.  
- Contribute to a better understanding of the market potential.  
- Financial aid to extract/refine because of very high investment costs and high risk. 
- Clarify the possibility of receiving raw material from Fensfeltet.  
 
How can we best update you on developments of SecREEts? 
Answers from the audience: 
- Update the homepage (mentioned two times).  
- E-mail (mentioned 5 times).  
- Events like this/information meetings (mentioned 5 times).  
- Briefing of the Council Senate and of mayors in context of the 

Grenlandssamarbeidet. It would be useful for the project with a good involvement of 
these actors.   

- Media.  
- Political arenas/foras.  
- Through existing agglomerations/networks and tools.  
- Trough Vekst Grenland (mentioned 2 times). 
- Trough the municipality.  
- Newsletters (mentioned two times).  
- Facebook-site. 
 
Who else should we engage in Porsgrunn/Telemark? 
Answers from the audience: 
- Relevant agglomerations.  
- Innovation Norway.  
- Industrial Green Tech. 
- Norsk Mineral. 
- REE Minerals Holding AS.  
- Investors (mentioned 2 times).  
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Evaluations 
At the end of the meeting, participants were handed evaluation forms. These forms are 
designed to help the SecREEts team get feedback on their public engagement strategy 
and the Citizen Labs more specifically, in order to improve future engagement activities. 
The participants were asked the following questions: 
 
1. How do you rate the Citizen Lab in general? 

Please 
mark: 

Very 
good 
 

Good  
 

OK Bad Very bad No 
opinion 

Number of 
answers 

9 8 2 0 0 0 

 

Comments: 
- Unnecessary with interpreter.  
- English language is not a problem for communication in a group like this.  
- Could have been more discussions about the challenges in the project and 

experiences so far. Nice review on Rare Earth Elements and regarding actors in 
the project.     

 
2. Did this lab help you understand challenges related to Rare Earth Elements? 

Please 
mark: 

Very 
much 
 

Much 
 

Somewhat Little Very little No 
opinion 

Number of 
answers 

3 4 8 0 0 0 

 

Comments: 
- I have been busy with this topic over some time, and therefore know about the 

general perspectives.  
- As a politician the chemical processes are not the most important ones.  
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3. Did this lab help you understand what the SecREEts project will do in Porsgrunn? 

Please 
mark: 

Very 
much 
 

Much 
 

Somewhat Little Very little No 
opinion 

Number of 
answers 

5 6 3 1 0 0 

 

Comments: 
- I already knew much about this.  

 
4. How much were you enabled to contribute to the discussion? 

Please 
mark: 

Very 
much 
 

Much 
 

Somewhat Little Very little No 
opinion 

Number of 
answers 

2 8 5 0 0 1 

 

Comments: 
- Sufficiently.  

 
5. Would you sign up again for a similar event? 

Please 
mark: 

Yes 
 

Maybe  
 

No 

Number of 
answers 

11 6 0 

 

Comments: 
- If I get the opportunity.  

 
Do you have any other comments or remarks? 

- I wish to focus more strongly on reuse/circular economy so that we can protect 
natural resources for the future.  

- I think the project must receive much more national attention. This is important.  
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